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the President gave for the troop esca-
lation earlier this year was to better 
secure the Nation so that the Iraqi 
Government could meet these political 
objectives. The GAO report concludes 
that ‘‘violence remains high’’ and that 
the political promises have not been 
kept. 

Madam Speaker, I would only hope 
that our Republican colleagues would 
take a serious look and join us, as they 
said they would, in demanding a 
change of course in Iraq. 

f 

COST OF WAR IN IRAQ 
(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SIRES. Madam Speaker, the 
President’s war has already cost the 
American people dearly in both lives 
and tax dollars. Congress has appro-
priated nearly $477 billion for the war 
since March 2003, and the U.S. is cur-
rently spending an estimated $10 bil-
lion a month on the war. This spending 
continues despite reports that 15 of 18 
benchmarks for success have not been 
met and casualties in the war are 65 
percent higher this year than last. 

This Democratic Congress and the 
American people are ready for a new 
direction. We believe it is time to bring 
our troops home and begin investing 
here in the U.S. 

If you took just some of the money 
we are spending in Iraq and invested it 
here instead, we could take care of a 
lot of our seniors’ prescription drug 
cost problems. And for the cost of just 
one week in Iraq, we could hire 51,000 
more police officers to make our 
streets safer. 

Madam Speaker, it is time for Repub-
licans in this body to listen to the 
American people and join us in calling 
for an end to the financial drain of this 
war. It is time to invest in making our 
Nation safer here at home. 

f 

CHILDREN’S HEALTH INSURANCE 
(Mr. SARBANES asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SARBANES. Madam Speaker, 10 
years ago the Children’s Health Insur-
ance Program was instituted. Since 
then, 6 million children have been 
given access to private health care in-
surance in this country. It was abso-
lutely the right thing to do. 

But new evidence from the Census 
Bureau released last week suggests 
that we are now slipping backwards. 
The number of children without health 
insurance coverage in this country in-
creased from 8 million in 2005 to 8.7 
million in 2006. That is why we passed 
4 weeks ago the CHAMP Act which 
would increase insurance coverage for 
children to an additional 5 million chil-
dren in this country. That’s the direc-
tion we need to be going in. 

Unfortunately, the President is 
threatening to veto the CHAMP Act. I 

hope the President will reconsider, stop 
posturing on this issue, and do the 
right thing by America’s children. 

f 

THE KILLING OF JAMIE DEAN 

(Mr. MCDERMOTT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Madam Speaker, 
as we enter this period when the Presi-
dent is going to come before us and ask 
us to extend the surge in Iraq, we 
ought to hear the story of Jamie Dean. 

Jamie Dean was a 29-year-old who 
came from Hollywood, Maryland. He 
enlisted and served 4 years, including 1 
year in Afghanistan where he cleaned 
out caves and did all of the tough 
things that went on there. He came 
home severely depressed, suffering 
from PTSD, was being treated at the 
Veterans Hospital after being honor-
ably discharged from the United States 
Army. 

And then he got the letter. On No-
vember 26, he received a letter that 
said pursuant to Executive Order of 14 
September 2001, you are relieved from 
your present reserve component status 
and are ordered to report to duty. He 
was going to be sent within 2 months 
into Iraq, a man who is suffering from 
PTSD. 

This man broke. He started to drink. 
He had weapons holed up in his home. 
The day after Christmas, he was sur-
rounded by the police and was shot 
dead. 

We are breaking the Army. We are 
breaking the Marines. These people 
should be thought about when we con-
sider the extension. 

f 

GAO REPORT FINDS LITTLE 
PROGRESS IN IRAQ 

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. YARMUTH. Madam Speaker, 
President Bush continues to ignore re-
ality in Iraq, instead glossing over the 
deteriorating situation while asking 
for more money from Congress and 
more personal sacrifice from our 
troops. 

A report released by the White House 
in July claimed that progress had been 
made on eight of the 18 benchmarks 
mandated by the Congress. But a new, 
unbiased report from the GAO shows 
that the situation is even worse than 
the White House led us to believe. 

According to the GAO report, Iraq 
has failed to meet all but three of the 
18 benchmarks required for political 
and military progress in Iraq. Some of 
the report’s most disconcerting find-
ings include the fact that the capabili-
ties of Iraqi security forces have not 
improved and that violence remains 
high. 

Madam Speaker, with the release of 
this discouraging and objective report, 
Republicans in this body must decide 
whether to continue rubber-stamping 

the President’s failed policy in Iraq or 
begin working with Democrats to bring 
our troops home. 

f 

DEVASTATING FIRES RAGE 
THROUGH GREECE 

(Mrs. MALONEY of New York asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Madam 
Speaker, as cochair and cofounder of 
the Hellenic Caucus, I rise today in 
strong support of the Sarbanes resolu-
tion, H. Res. 629, expressing the condo-
lences and sympathy of the House of 
Representatives to the Government 
and the people of Greece for the loss of 
65 lives and destruction caused by the 
devastating fires raging through 
Greece, and which pledges our full sup-
port and solidarity to Greece. 

This disaster has affected all parts of 
Greece. Thousands of people are home-
less, many of whom have lost all of 
their possessions. Hundreds of thou-
sands of acres of land have been rav-
aged. Our government has pledged $1.3 
million to aid Greece during this dif-
ficult time. We have sent professional 
help and fire equipment. 

Along with my colleagues in the Hel-
lenic Caucus, we will be urging the 
State Department to remain in close 
contact with Greek authorities so that 
the United States can continue to as-
sist in every way with this effort. 

Greece has been a strong ally to our 
Nation, assisting us in times of need, 
including the terrible terrorist attacks 
on September 11 and Hurricane 
Katrina. We must now help Greece in 
its time of need. Our thoughts and 
prayers are with the people of Greece. 

f 

CHAMP ACT 

(Mr. ARCURI asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ARCURI. Madam Speaker, last 
week the Census Bureau came out with 
a new report that shows the number of 
children living without health insur-
ance increased last year by 700,000. It is 
the second year in a row that the num-
ber of uninsured children has in-
creased. Today, 8.7 million children in 
this country are going without the 
critical health care services they need 
to live a healthy and productive life. 

Fortunately, this Democratic Con-
gress has acted to reverse this dis-
turbing trend. Last month, this House 
passed the Children’s Health and Medi-
care Protection Act. The legislation 
provides an additional $50 billion in 
funding for the Children’s Health In-
surance Program which today provides 
6 million children access to private 
health insurance. 

Unfortunately, there are 6 million 
other children that are eligible for the 
program but are not currently en-
rolled. Our $50 billion investment 
would allow us to reach almost every 
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